
President's Message
Gree ngs to all at this par cularly fun, but busy, me 
of the year!

In the past few weeks we've made significant 
progress on a number of fronts, among them the 
long-an cipated approval from the city and the 
Historic District Commission to proceed with our two-
pronged project to redesign and upgrade the roof on 
the east side of the Speare Museum, and to extend 
the roof that currently only covers a por on of the 
ramp that makes the museum handicap accessible 
and, therefore, ADA compliant.

Final touches have been completed on the architect's
blueprints and the next step is the start of 
construc on. The comple on date isn't set in stone, 
as weather condi ons could play a role in the pace of 
the work.

Another of the several ma ers the building and 
property commi ee, under the able direc on of 
Chairman Dennis Parker, has been dealing with 
involves those granite pillars along Crescent Street, 
on either side of the parking lot entrance.

For years now, there's always been one or two pillars 
that were either toppled over or snapped in half, 
mainly by snow plows coming in contact with them. It
seemed to become a perpetual problem – replace or 
re-install one post and another gets hit. Fix that one, 
and, well, you get the picture. 

So as suggested by Dennis, we approved the 
installa on of protec ve barriers, not unlike the ones 
you see in front of gas pumps, propane tank cages 
and stores in strip malls. While not exactly 
aesthe cally pleasing, such barriers are a prac cal 
solu on to a fairly costly – and definitely aggrava ng 
– problem.  Our thanks to En Gannim Landscaping for
being easy to work with and doing such a good job on
the project.

As Covid keeps moving farther and farther into the 
rear-view mirror – soon to disappear en rely – the 
staff has decided to reac vate the 150th Anniversary 
Commi ee, with a goal of planning some celebratory 
ac vi es next year. 

Encouragingly, several people have responded and 
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And the Bride Wore….  A Showcase of   
150 years of Nashua Bridal Fashion    

A er two years of
Covid restric ons, the
Society was thrilled to
once again welcome
visitors to the Abbot-
Spalding House
Museum with an
exhibit of 150 years of
Nashua bridal fashion!
The exhibit was well
received, and 130 visitors a ended.  Janice 
Fronko and Paula Lochhead, our two talented 
tex le volunteers, spent countless hours 
researching and cura ng the exhibit.

If you did not have a chance to a end the
exhibit, Janice and Paula are planning to make
some changes to the exhibit and reopen it in

the spring.  Spring exhibit dates will be
announced soon!
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In the days after the bombing at Pearl Harbor news of our loved 
ones was slow getting home (we knew Daniel Letendre was 
stationed at Wheeler Field and his brother Armand was stationed at 
Pearl Harbor, Nashua Telegraph, p. 5). Also, by order of the FBI, 
the Nashua Municipal airport grounded all airplanes. A 24-hour 
guard was posted and local plants involved in defense work were 
told to take precautions and guard against sabotage (see p. 12). 

Upcoming programs
We are beginning to schedule programs for Spring 
2023 and a new exhibit opening!  Details will be in 

the next newsle er.
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Nashua Telegraph, 10 December 1941, p. 1 First word reaches 
Nashua. Mrs. Felix A. Sharek received a telegram that afternoon 
signed by her husband who was stationed at Pearl Harbor.

 Welcome new volunteers

 The Society is enriched by our volunteers and
 adding new volunteers is a special treat!  In the
 last couple of weeks, we welcomed Jeremy and
 Sylvia who were looking to give back to the 
community. We are happy they have joined us!

Hannaford programs
The Society appreciates being a beneficiary of Hannaford’s two community outreach programs - the 
Hannaford Giving Tag reusable bag program and the Bloomin’ 4 Good flower program.  Thank you to 
all who purchased reusable bags and flowers!

 The tower was removed after 1905.

Abbot-Spalding House Museum Videos

Recently, the Society was fortunate to team up with Video 
Producer John Sadd to produce videos about the history of the 
Abbot-Spalding House Museum.  Over several months, John 
recorded long- me volunteers as they shared their memories 
of the house and its history.  

The plan is to show the videos not only in the Abbot House, 
but also in the Speare Museum.  As some may know, due to 
the age of the Abbot House it cannot be made handicap 
accessible. This means that many people are not able to tour 
the house. By showing the videos in the Speare Museum, it 
will give everyone a chance to learn about the Abbot House. 
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By Patricia Klee



The Greater Nashua Chamber
of Commerce

 The Society was happy to be one of the
 hosts for Leadership Greater Nashua’s
 kickoff for their me to explore Nashua
 History, Arts & Culture. Throughout the
 day the par cipants heard presenta ons
 from historians and held panel discussions
 with Nashua’s Welcoming City Efforts and
 Posi ve Street Art.  Later in the day they
 did a walking tour through downtown
 Nashua to view the murals and sculptures. 

CARES Act Grant and SHARP Grant

There were many projects that the Society wanted to be able to share with our membership and the Nashua 
community, but the cost was prohibi ve.  During the Covid-19 lockdown The Nashua Historical Society was 
fortunate to receive two grants, the CARES Act Grant and the SHARP Grant.  These grants were offered by New
Hampshire Humani es through the Na onal Endowment for the Humani es.

With these grants we were able to upgrade a lot of our technology.  Some examples of which were being able 
to purchase addi onal equipment so that we can stream programs in rooms other than the library, which also 
allows for social distancing if needed.  The sound system was upgraded so that program speakers can be heard
more clearly.  

Our favorite upgrades include being able to have video tapes, audio tapes and film reels converted to MP4 
files.  Because these hidden gems were recorded on technology that is no longer readily accessible, we are 
excited to be able to share the informa on on our YouTube channel for everyone to enjoy.  Also, since the 
Abbot-Spalding House Museum is not handicap accessible, everyone can watch the Abbot House videos 
(men oned in another part of the newsle er) in the Speare Museum.
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The first no fica on of a Nashuan fatality at Pearl Harbor was received 10 December 1941 and reported in the Nashua 
Telegraph the next day (see p. 24). Sco y Brown, a flying cadet, was killed at Hickam field. That same day, morning 
papers reported no new res would be sold un l a er December 12 to prevent a “buying wave” (see p. 10). Tire 
ra oning was announced December 27 and officially started on January 5. On January 8,  Nashua stores voluntarily 
began ra oning sugar to prevent hoarding. The inten on to register all men age 18 to 65 for service was announced on 
December 12.

1  st   Annual Nashua River-Fest  
The Society was excited to par cipate in the First Annual Nashua River-Fest on October 15.  The weather was 
perfect, and the event was well a ended.  River-fest was
created by Aldermen Patricia Klee and Tom Lopez to bring
unity between their wards and to share informa on about
Nashua and Nashville.  The ar cle The War of the
Townships…Nashville vs. Nashua is included in this
newsle er. There were many ac vi es for children and
adults as well as ice cream!  We appreciated the invita on
to par cipate in this community-building event.  It was a
good chance to connect with our neighbors and share
informa on about the Society.   We look forward to
par cipa ng again next year.
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Beth McCarthy, Curator, setting up for River-Fest

Answers to the Quiz on Page 7

A. 6, B. 1, C. 4, D. 2, E. 5, and F. 3



Discount Admission Opportuni es
If you are planning to travel, a reminder that one of the benefits of being a member of The Nashua Historical 
Society is access to the Time Travelers program and to the New Hampshire Historical Society.  

The Time Travelers program includes over 400 organiza ons in more than 45 states across the country. 
Members of these organiza ons can receive a variety of exclusive benefits and privileges, such as free 
admission, gi  shop discounts, and much, much more. 

Most museums will require you to show a
membership card to The Nashua Historical
Society.  Before your trip, please contact the
Society.  We will be happy to provide you with a
membership card.  The link to see the list of
par cipa ng museums is 
http://timetravelers.mohistory.org/institutions/.

How Well Do You Know Nashua World War II History?

A. First day, 5,700 ra on books issued in Nashua.
B. The Japanese A ack Pearl Harbor
C. Businesses start ra oning sugar.
D. Tire ra oning begins.
E. Nashua Telegraph reported Felix A. Sharek
    survived the a ack on Pearl Harbor.
F. First Nashuan Pearl Harbor death reported in the
    Nashua Telegraph.

1. December 7, 1941
2. January 5, 1942
3. December 11, 1941
4. January 8, 1942
5. December 10, 1941
6. May 5, 1942

Answers on page 6
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American Independence Museum, Exeter, New Hampshire
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Discount Admission Opportuni es

If you are planning to travel, a reminder that one of the benefits of being a member of The Nashua Historical
Society is access to the Time Travelers program and to the New Hampshire Historical Society.  

The Time Travelers program includes over 400 organizations in more than 45 states across the country.
Members of these organizations can receive a variety of exclusive benefits and privileges, such as free

admission, gift shop discounts, and much, much more. 

Most museums will require you to show your Nashua Historical Society membership card. Please
contact the Society before your trip if you do not have a membership card. 
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NASHUA, NH 03064-2119
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