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A Very Special Society Celebration for Members

On Saturday, December 5, 2015, at noon, members
gathered in our Library for a combined holiday and
retirement celebration which included a potluck
luncheon and entertainment. In the past, the event
had often been held after the New Year, but this
year we had a special reason to move it up since
we wanted to celebrate, thank and express our
good wishes to Margaret who had announced her
retirement effective December 31.

As in the past, members’ favorite recipes made for a variety of delectable luncheon treats. Special
thanks go to the Refreshment Committee members who were on hand to facilitate.

Entertainment was provided by Ellen Nordstrom, a lyric mezzo vocalist, accompanied by Abigail
Charbeneau on piano. They performed many songs popular during war years and invited members to
join in. They also performed requests from the audience.

Margaret was presented with gift certificates from the Society to a favorite jewelry store and to a
local restaurant that Robert and she enjoy.

Bill Ross, who hired Margaret and whose fourteen year presidency overlapped Margaret’s tenure at
the Society, spoke very touchingly of her.

The Society is not only grateful for Margaret’s service as an employee, but also for the fact that
Margaret continues as a volunteer on several of our committees.
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PRESIDENT’S MESS AGE

On May 17, 2016,1 hadthe privilege of welcomingattendees to our
146thAnnual Meetingof the Nashua Historical Society.
Just beginningtheir newterms:
Alan Cohen was elected a Director from 2012-2014 and servedon the
Programs Committee as well as on several interim committees. A resi-
dent of Nashua since 1980, he and his wife were surprised when their
home sold almost immediately inlate spring, andthey will be moving
on. Alan hopes that more people will be exposed to our wonderful
exhibits, collections and “institutionalknowledge”that the Society
possesses.
Roland Fisher haspresented programsat the Society on thehistory of
theautomobile in Nashua. He brings practiced skills in short andlong
termplanning andbudgeting as well asexpertise in building and infra-
structure maintenance. Roland continuesto be impressed with thescope
anddepth of the collections and exhibits.
Margaret Garneau was avolunteerat the Society when sheaccepted
the new Administrative Assistant positionin 1999. In thatrole, she be-
camethe Society ’s communicator andmembership contact person. Hav-
ingretired in December, 2015, Margaret continuesnowas avery
active volunteer, bringing her experiencesandtalents to several com-
mittees.
Rose Markiewicz is a Nashuanative and has always lived here. She
has enjoyed helpingto catalogour large collection ofpictures of the
Nashua Manufacturing Company and putting togetherthe 2013 sum-
mer exhibit, “Trash to Treasure” in the Speare Museum. Rose hasserved
asAssistant Treasurerand as Acting T reasurer.
Penny Pardoe cameto usasa volunteer witha great interest in the
history of Nashuaandin our collection of documents. She has invested
bothtime and energy in reorganizing the Society’s Topical files. Penny
recognizesthe importanceof preserving the history of Nashua andre-
discoveringits secrets, goalswhich she sees asa joint venture withthe
Society.
Jennifer Pizzihas been an active member ofthe Society for decades,
assisting our Curator with variousprojects over the years. She is cur-
rently employedby the Londonderry SchoolDistrict, the American Red
Cross andGateway Community Services. Jenniferalso tutorsstudents
and enjoysseeing them reach their full potential and giving back to her
community.
Lee Rosenberg Leewasa computer volunteer on the MAPP photo-
graphicproject at the Society. She enjoys taking coursesat RISE for
non-credit, including literature, politicsand religion. Lee workedfor
the Communications System Segment Replacement team of GT'E
Government Systems assistingseveral program managers over the
years in many senior secretarial and administrative capacities.
Bill Ross has served in thepast asa Director,a McePresident and, for
fourteen years, as President. Currently Chair of the Finance Commit-
tee, he is most proudofhisinvolvement intherestoration ofthe Abbot
SpaldingHouse. Bill has apassion for history and a steadfast dedica-
tion to preserving Nashua history in particular.
Asthe Annual Reports show volunteerism is alive and well at the Nashua
Historical Society. Thatisnot to say that we haveall the help we need.
Ask us howyoucan assist with one or moreofthe following areas: news-
letter, guides, grounds, changinglight bulbs (on a ladder), countingthe
rings on our fabuloustree slices then researchingthe events the trees
witnessed. Ifnone ofthese appeal, we are very good at findingaproject
tosuit your interest, and we’ll throwin training for free.

Thank you all!

2 JoanneOuellette, President



Captain Elijah M. Shaw

by

Beth McCarthy

Captain Elijah M. Shaw was born in Kensington, New Hampshire, on July 16, 1826. His boyhood and early youth
were spent attending the common schools of Kensington, New Hampshire.

In 1838 after a little more than one year attending Philips Academy, he began employment for the Exeter M anufac-
turing Company. This was the beginning of more than a forty year career of prominently working in the cotton and
woolen manufacturing industry of New England which included working for numerous manufacturing companies in
many different states. As a young man, Captain Elijah M. Shaw acquired a practical knowledge of every phase of the

manufacturing of both cotton and woolen fabrics which made him the ideal candidate to be employed as an agent

and to be a successful manager.

He came to Nashua in 1888
to become the Agent for the
Nashua M anufacturing Com-
pany.

He lived in the agent’s house
during his years of employ-
ment. His goal was to orga- |
nizethe Nashua M anufactur-
ing Company into becoming
profitable once again.

He retained that position
until he resigned from all
business of a money making
nature.

Captain Elijah M. Shaw

2 . I i b
Agent’s House - Nashua Mfg Co.
The last agent to occupy it was Capt. E. M. Shaw 1886-1891
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In retirement he built his own house at 85 Concord Street.

Captain Elijah M. Shaw was an individual who believed in giving back to each of the communities he resided

within. He believed in the mission of The Young Men’s Christian Association (the YM CA), and he wanted Nashua

to havea YM CA. In 1887, through the generosity and efforts of many individuals, Nashua saw its first YM CA

which was located on the corner of Main Street and Water Street. Locally this was referred to as the site of the old

Goodrich Block. In 1889, space was secured on Water Street for the YM CA’s first gy mnasium.
Captain Elijah M. Shaw served from October 1887 — November of 1887 as Nashua’s YM CA’s first president. He

was instrumental in the writings of the organization’s by-laws.

continued on page 10

Live Free and Grow
by
Margaret Gay Garneau

“Think about trees and how they live and function. Connect with Nature and the need to know about tree systems, their parts,
and their relationships intimately, before we set out to care for these amazing organisms,” was the philosophy of Dr. Alex
Shigo, New Hampshire Tree Biologist, 1930-2006.

The Nashua Historical Society has been most fortunate to have some of the most beautiful trees on our grounds. Since 1993,
they have all been documented by the Hillsborough County UNH Extension Forestry Resources Center. Sadly on June 11,
2012, on the Abbot SpaldingHouse grounds, the Society lost two beautiful shady maple trees that were over a hundred years
old.

Mr. Melchar, a former Society member who lived at 5 Abbot Street in the 1960’s, saved one of the map le trees which had
been damaged by a storm. Mr. Melchar hired professionals to save the tree by using rods which gave the tree a distinct shape
like an octopus. Mr. Melchar had opened his residence to the Society for their meetings over several years, and he left his
house to the Society when he died. Two other houses were moved in the 1970’s so that the Society could build the Florence
Hyde Speare Museum to house a huge Nashua artifact collection. The second maple tree was most likely planted during
Daniel Abbot’s tenure. It provided natural air conditioning to the Abbot home.

Fortunately for the Society, two local arborists, who take care of the trees on our properties, came forward to help replace
these trees. We will be forever grateful to Kevin Fredette of Gate City Tree and Ted Sayce of Sayco Tree and Landscaping. A
dedication ceremony was held on Saturday, August 18, 2012. One tree was dedicated to the late Dr. Alex Shigo, a well-known
Tree Biologist. The second tree was dedicated to the Care and Preservation of the Trees of Nashua. A granite plaque was
placed by each tree. Hopefully the trees will grow so their shade and protective covering will be enjoyed by future genera-

i

tions.

Out of sadness comes a little joy.
Two dlices of the fallentrees
weresaved andthanks to Ken
Mayo, RolandFisher, Dan
Ledoux, John Markiewicz,
DavePinet and Joe Comer.

The slices are nowon display in
thesociety library for visitorsto

enjoy.

Many conservation groups in New Hampshire are fighting to protect and replace fallen trees in the forests. These are trees
that have been attacked by pests, damaged by fire or torn down in violent storms. The Society had a third maple tree that
was brought down during a stormin October, 2011. The tree was located near the Abbot front fence. The City of Nashua
Parks and Recreation received a grant from the American Forests for 150-200 free trees. The Society applied for one of the
maples, and the city replaced the tree. The Society is truly blessed to have such generous friends and neighbors in the
community.

All of our trees, the oldest being our Black Walnut tree which was certified by New Hampshire Big Tree County Champion
in aprogram sponsored by UNH Extension, Society for Protection of NH Forests and NH Division of Forests and Lands in
2014, are being carefully assessed by a team of experts.

The newest addition on our grounds is a Washington Hawthorne tree. During our Arbor Day celebration in April, 2016, we
dedicated this tree in loving memory of Jeannie Sayce, wife of Ted Sayce, who was a true tree lover.

We hope that reading this article will inspire you to come to visit our museums, walk through our grounds and enjoy the

beautiful trees before coming inside to learn more about our Nashua history.

4



Arbor Day Board Reports

An Arbor Day Celebration was held on Saturday, May 30. There were many fun exhibits for visitors to explore. Treasurer’s Report: Peter Vincent: Fiscal 2016 went asplanned. The expense budget for the year was $253 thowsand which was a

\ . $15thousand reduction from the prior year actual spending. This Fiscal 2016 budget included $92 thousand in building maintenance,
grounds maintenance and capital improvements (including completion of the furnace replacement project). Wespent $234 thousand
or$19 thousand (7.4%) wnderthe $253 thousand budget. We were able to completethe roof repairs on both the Abbot Spalding garage
and the Florence Speare Museum. We made progress on moving the lighting toward LED lighting which uses 85% to 90% less
electricity than the older incandescent light bulbs. T he changingof the three flood lightson the front ofthe Abbot Spalding House will
save the Society $500 per year in electricity cost.Another accomplishment was the continuedstrengthening of the documentationand

The most special moment came
as a Martha Washington
Hawthorne tree and plaque was
dedicated in loving memory of
Jeannie D. Sayce. Her husband,

THIS TREE A e
- WASHINGTON HAWTHORNE B
§ DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF %

Ted Sayce of Sayco Tree g JEANN IE D. SAYCE : ?EY audit trail on all monetary transactions. This was done by completingall Treasurer’s processes and procedures documents andthe
and Landscaping and Kevin 20 " "DONATED BY SAYCO TREE & "'} “Treasurer’sProcedure’s” book. Theexpensebudget for fiscal 2017 is $202 thousandwhich is $32 thousand below the actual spend-
Fredette of Gate City Tree P A GATE CITY TREE ing for fiscal2016.

donated the tree and the Y Y APRIL 30 2016
= plaque to The Nashua Historical \
Society.

Collection Committee — Beth McCarthy, Curator: The Nashua Historical Society wasfortunatethis past year to have made signifi-
cant progresswith the Collection.

Total Number of Records in Past Perfect Additional Records 04/22/2015-05/042016
Collection Records 34,920 8,697

Objects2,146 397

Photographs20,852 1,343

Archives 5,901 1,308

Library 741 50

Items In Contamer List2,223 1,180

Accessions 3,867 133

Contacts2,457 66

Collection Records Created: Sandra Axton 2; BarbaraBankeroff 547; Eastman 19;Barbara Comer 547 ; Susan Fineman 26;Paul
Friday 200; Cherish Gile 17;Bryan Herring 86, Eileen Herring 201; Sarah and Hannah Jauris 18; Cecile Renzi 119; Mary Megeaski;
RoseMarkiewicz 1;Patrickand Matt/Rick717.

Beaver Brook Association from
Hollis had educational materi-
als and maple syrup tapped
from their trees.

Accession Records Additions: Sandra Axton 2, Barbara Bankeroff 4, Barbara Comer 15, Margaret Gameau 54 and Beth McCarthy
59. Sndra Axton, Barbara Bankeroff, Barbara Comer, Rose Markiewicz and Beth McCarthy have all added materials to the existing
accession records.

The Museum’s Environment: Five Hobos, devicesdesignatedto measure temperature and humidity, wereusedin the bassment and
theattic of the Florence Speare Memorial Museum.

p
—— Individual Contributions tothe Collection: SandraAxton continued to research history relatedaspectsrelative to the Abbot-Spalding
| i : g , House, completed accessioningscrapbooks and photographs fromthe June Caron Park and Recreation Collection and photographed
i = Board member Anita Vassar was andcataloged items for the Society’s MAPP project.
- i accompanied by Badger Barbara Bankeroff managed the Society’s computer network andthecollection management software. She trained newusers and isthe
~7 gy | | 4 a Shetland Sheeb. who e’n- computer support person for the staff. She workedon numerous photograph Research Requests andhas entered archival materials into
\ ved the att tl,’ i fthe chil container lists. She assisted with all aspects ofthereorganization of theattic project and wasan instrumentalparticipant in this winter’s
Judith Jones, Chair of the Arbor Day event 4 : Jd(; Zrel ¢ attention ot the ¢l Textile Survey. . o .
and Board member Rose M arkiewicz set up ) Eals'tman2 a Hollis Brookline High School student, learnedto catalog photographsandcompleted catalog recordsfor alarge Tie Plant
a table with edible goodies from bark. business in Nashua. , ,
Barbara Comer continuedto research and complete both catalog and accession records. She accessioned and cataloged Frank
Mooney’scollection of bottles and his collection from the “Londonderry N.H. Lythia Spring Water Company”, Nashua.
Susan Fineman researched the backgrounds of allschools in Nashua andorganizedall the men’s and women’s military records into
Two new volunteers, Sue Young and Ami Krawczyk, greeted visitors at the Speare M useum, while Sandy A xton, a better storage cabinet.
Barbara Blake, Ginny Nedved-Cook, Marti Spalding, Gail and Dave Pinet greeted visitors at the Abbot House PaulFriday assistedwith theorganization andrelocation ofbooks and collections ofbooks within the Speare Museum and cataloged
M useum. a large number of photographs under different topics.
Board member Claire Young, Executive Producer of the television show “Beyond the Garden Gate” hosted by Elm dsCompany students, Patrick and Matt, and their counselors have been catalogingthe Pickering Collection of Nashua Business
ards.
Linda Temperino, interviewed several people for their program. Bryan Herring learned howto catalog objects and completed catalogrecords for the Society’scollection of eyeglasses.
The Arbor Day video may be seen at accessnashua.org click on Video on Demand, scroll down to “Beyond Eileen Herringlearned howto catalogarchival materialsin a container list andcompleted the catalogingof the contents of numerous
the Garden Gate” and choose Arbor Day video. Enjoy! genealogy files.

continued on page 7



reports continued

Sarah and Hannah Jauris have created numerous object catalog records and continueto catalogitems within the Society’s bottles, canes Nashua Historical SOClety Volunteer Re cogmtlon Luncheon
andtool collections. at Courtyard by Marriott, Nashua, NH

Mary Megeaski haslearnedhowto catalogphotographs andhas completed numerous catalog records for the MAPP project. (The Sunday, April 10, 2016

Millennium Archival Photograph Project).

RoseMarkiewiczcompleted theaccession processon allof thehand fans, goves, belts,and small boxesinthe Society’s collection and
hasgreatly assistedwith the research andsortingprocess on allincomingdonation accession considerations.

Beth McCarthy, Curator, provided support and guidance toall of the individuals who worked/volunteeredon the followingcommit-
tees: Collection, Exhibit, and Research andRecords. She focusedon the followingareas: current accessioning practices, past accessioning
maintenance, furtheringthe preservation of numerous aspectsof theSociety’s eclectic collections, maintainingall collection support
files and providing oversight, support and participation within two of the Society’s largest collection projects,“A Textile Survey”and
the setting up again ofthe Abbot-Spalding House.

Beth attended the NEMA, New England Museum Association conference, “The Language of Museums,” asa staff development
opportunity.

Joanne Ouellette workedwith de-accession items. Gifts were madeto other historicalsocieties, museumsand libraries. Some itemswill
betaken to the BrooklineAuction Gallery for an opportunity for sale.

PennyPardoehas worked extensively with the variouspre-computer catalogingsteps required for archival papers within the Topical
Collection.

Alice Sheridan continuedto organize the Society’spaper collection of current news topics and obituaries. She finishedsorting oversix
thousand letters written by Nashua school children. T hese letters were a part of the citywide “Letters to Nashua 1853-2153” exhibit

AdministrativeAssistant

Eileen Herring helped

keep the luncheon
running smoothly

Alan Cohen picks another Wilnningticket
while his wife Ellen andMargaret look on.

project. .

Cecile Renzi worked with the Postcard Collection. She is creating new postcard catalog records and updating existing Post Card Margar et Garneau volunteered to take the “raffle

records. She attended the NEMA, New England Museum Association conference, “The Language of Museums,” as a staff develop- drawingbow!” around.

ment opportunity. B ‘

Anita Vassar has worked on the pre-cataloging tasks with all of the Nashua High School and the Nashua Junior High yearbooks.
(Tattlers and Broadcasters)
Susan Young learned howto catalog objects in Past Perfect. She completed many catalogrecordson the Shoe Collection.

Significant Collection Project: Thispast winter, members of the Collection Committee worked with two consultants, a Textile
Conservatoranda Textile Historian. Their goal wasto guidemembers of the Committee through the detailsof a textile survey.

Theparticipants learned about specificsto look for within a variety of fabricswhich will assist us with making good collection develop- r i o
ment decisions. Other areas of focus included the most appropriate ways to store different textile typesandhowto appropriately exhibit N | ﬁl‘é'l’_’f,
them. Thirteen textile tasks werearticulated for the Collection Committee members to completeprior to invitingthe consultants back to '

'-" 5, .p- v .[ \\

pursue more Textile Survey steps. Collection Committee Members: Barbara Bankeroff, Barbara Comer, Collection Technician, Marga- ;\2; =, 2
Donations and Acceptance: Books/Booklets/Archives: = = ‘ :

ret Garneau, Collection Assistant and Beth McCarthy, Curator.

Two retail ledgers from “Reedand Spalding” showing the change of City Names from Dunstable/Nashua—April 1836-1838 and from “And the winningnumber is...... Kathy Peterson is One“Happy Winner.”
Nashua/Nashville—March 1840-March 1845. ‘ ‘ {

Certificates from Garde Rochambeaulnc.

Adictionary “Twentieth Century Dictionary of the English Language” published in Nashua in 1914 by N.H. C.C Parker Publisher.
Two 15 cent Official Programs “Nashua High VSFitchburgHigh,” Friday, October 11, 1957, Holman Stadium and “Nashua High VS,
Lowell High,” Sunday, October 4, 1959, Holman Stadium.

Onereceipt book from McDonalds Kitchenware Store.

Avery tasty dessert.

A.l_.

Objects:
One rock from the mine at Mine Falls Park (The Park was named after this mine which was well known for silver, lead and

other minerals which are listed under the Galena rock type).

A sign in the shape of a stop watch for “Erlin C. Peabody, Watch and Clock Repairing, 6 %2 Tyler Street”
A locker pin “41” from the lockers at Nashua’s Field’s Grove.

A stoneware jug from the Nashua Company “Londonderry N.H. Lythia Spring Water”

A tin donation can from “Dennis Sullivan” mayoral campaign i ", :

A heather green “Purrey By Nashua” blanket ' ‘ . ' ‘

A long sleeved purple “Nashua High School” shirt #23 worn by student Richard Holbrook, a 1959 graduate Forty-five volunteers attended. All of the volunteers received a Bobbieand Cal chkerbocker looklng over their
Dunkin Donuts gft card. NHS would not be the organization it “raffleprize” plant.

reports continued on page 11 is today without all of thededication of our volunteers.



Shaw - con’t

In addition to providing volunteer and financial assistance to Nashua’s first YMCA,
Captain Elijah M. Shawwas charitable in Nashua towards the First Baptist Church.
Asan active church member, he was knownto volunteer for significant roles aswell
asprovide financial support to this church. Hedonatedtheland andprovided$500.00
towards the building of the Crown Hill Mission Baptist Church. This Church was
completed andfurnished fora cost of about $33.00. Unfortunately, it burnedin 1930,
during the Crown Hill Fire. He also served as the Treasurer of the New Hampshire
Baptist Association.

for theNashua Trust Company. Duringhis lifetime, Captain Elijah M. Shaw was
married twice. His first wife whom he married on April 29, 1852, was Amantha C.
Sanborn. Amantha was from Sanbom, New Hampshire, and they had four children
together. Afterher death,he married Mary E. Davison of Prince Edwards Island, and
they had three children together.

In 1903, Eiljah M. Shawpassed away in his sleep at his boyhoodhome in Kensington, New Hampshire. He hadbeen suffering
from what was consideredto be a fatal disease. As an adult, his boyhood home had become his summer home. He had spent
many summers living there with family members which included histwin brother Thomas C. Shaw. At thetime of hisdeath,
Captain Elijah M. Shawhada large and extended family.

This past spring, Captain Elijah M. Shaw, hishome located at 85 Concord Street and the history of the YMCA in Nashua was a
feature segment on WMUR’s New Hampshire Chronicle. Representativesof and portionsof TheNashua Historical Society’s
collection participated within this feature New Hampshire Chronicle story. The link forthe show is: http://www.wmur.com/
new-hampshire-chronicle/monday-april- 18th-the-hist oric-home-of-elijah-shaw39028470

Nashaway Woman’s Club
New Exhibit in the Speare Museum Display Case

—

Thelatest exhibit at TheNashua Historical Society celebrates that 120th anniversary ofthe Nashaway Woman’sClub. The
clubwas formedin 1896, and the exhibit includes original meetingrecords, a silver service, scrapbooks and more. Please

stopby toviewthis lovely exhibit.

Programs

Tuesday, S eptember 20,2016 at 7:30 p.m. Wheelwright Deed and Its Contextin Colonial America

Among the earliest documents recorded at the M iddlesex North Registry of Deeds in Lowell, M assachusetts, is one
dated May 17, 1692. Engulfed in controversy throughout its existence, the Wheelwright Deed and the circum-
stances surrounding it provide a fascinating story and serves as a window into the history and practices of land
ownership in early New England. Richard P. Howe, Jr., Register of Deeds of the Middlesex North District will
present this program. This program is free and open to the public.

S aturday, S eptember 24,2016 at 10 a.m. - Kids Into Drama Open House
Please join us for a celebration of the theater group Kids Into Drama. KID was active in Nashua from 1981-1988.

The exhibit will be showcasing this very active and vibrant troupe. The Speare M useum will open at 9 a.m. with
the opening ceremony at 10 a.m. The Abbot Spalding house will be open from 10:30 to noon.

Tuesday, October 18. 2016 at 7:30 p.m. - AEvening of Mountain Mysteries

Please join us for a “virtual tour” of New Hampshire’s most haunted regions. “Do you believe in ghosts? What
about aliens or Sasquatch?” M arianne O’Connor will cover stories in which a New Hampshire Bigfoot has been
researched, and there will be plenty of ghost stories to go around. Have an evening of spine tingling fun with ghost
stories, legends and mystery. The program is suitable for families. This program is free and open to the public.

Sunday, November 13 at2 p.m. - French Canadian Music andits Cross-Cultures

Lucie Therrien presents the evolution of traditional French-Canadian music including its arrival in North America
from France, its crossing with Indian culture during the evangelization of Acadia and Quebec, its growth alongside
English culture after the British colonization and its expansion from Acadia to Louisiana. The movement of
French-Canadian culture from Quebec to New England during industrialization and the ensuing French Canadian
migration is also addressed.

This program is free and open to the public through a grant from the NH Humanities’ Humanities to Go! Speaker’s
Bureau.

All programs are presented at The Nashua Historical Society, 5 Abbott Street, Nashua, NH

Nashua Garden Club Sale

On May 14, the Nashua Garden Club once again
held their annual garden sale on the grounds of
The Nashua Historical Society. The weather was
perfect, and the sale was well attended. The
Speare Museum was open for tours.
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Images:
Anoversized print of J.F. M cElwain Company -Shoe M akers.

Two group photographs of the founders of “Nashua Corporation”(Eliot, Win, Hubert and Jim Carter)

Research Committee: JoAnne St. John,Chair:

Members: Sandy Axton, Barbara Bankeroff, Barbara Comer, Paul Friday, Margaret Garneau, Robert Garneau, Eileen
Herring, Rose M arkiewicz, Beth M cCarthy, Scott M cPhie, Frank M ooney, Dean Shalhoup

By the Numbers: Total Research Requests 65, Number of Requests Completed 57, Total New Hampshire Requests 46,
Nashua Requests 30, Photo Requests 9, Genealogy Requests 15, History Requests 30, Miscellaneous Requests 10, Re-
ferred Out 8 Total Requests since 2003 - 1169

Acrecent request that came in this year was from Sean M cDonald, WM UR news reporter,who was looking for information
on Elijah Shaw. Sean and crew came to the Society, and Beth got her wish fulfilled to get the Society on NH Chronicle. She
did a great job with the interview and looked great on television. I hope we get to see her again when hopefully New
Hampshire Chronicle comes to the Society to tour the Abbot Spalding House!

Visitors and Volunteers Report, Eileen Herring: The Abbot SpaldingHouse had 42 visitors this past year. M ost visitors
were local from Nashua, Derry, Salem, Hollis and M errimack. There were also visitors from New York and from Cape
Town, South Africa. Docents/Guides included Sandy Axton, Ginny Nedved-Cook, Beth M cCarthy, Joanne Ouellette,

M arti Spalding, Gail Pinet, Dave Pinet, Alice Sheridan. TheHouse was open for the Nashua City Arts Day in September and
for the Arbor Day Celebration in April.

The Speare Museum had 241 visitors mostly local visitors from Nashua, Pelham, Derry, Londonderry, New Hampton, and
Merrimack. Others came from California, M assachusetts, New Jersey, Kentucky, Connecticut, Oregon, Florida, Rhode
Island, Michigan, Colorado and Great Britain. Included in the 241 visitors were several groups including the Hispanic
Latino and Intercultural Network, the Turkish Cultural Center, college students working on projects, two fourth grade
classes studyingNew Hampshire and Nashua, a Cub Scout troop and three middle school classes that did research for class
projects. Volunteers assisting were M argaret Garneau, Rose Markiewicz, Beth M cCarthy, Joanne Ouellette, and Anita
Vassar.

On April 10, a volunteer recognition luncheon was held at the Courtyard by Marriott. Forty-five volunteers attended. In
addition to the luncheon, the volunteers were each given a $5.00 Dunkin Donuts gift card. The gift cards were well re-
ceived. Total Number of Volunteer Hours: 6,698.25

Programs Report, Eileen Herring: Six programs in the past year were all well attended and feedback was positive. We
were fortunate to receive grants for two of the programs from NH Humanities to Go! Speakers Bureau. The Refreshment
Committee did a wonderful job providing snacks after each event. Committee members include: M ary Dulski, M argaret
Garneau, Shirley Hart, Judy Hemenway, Eileen Herring, Jean Wells and Susan Young.

Membership Report, Eileen Herring:

Number of new members (5-1-2015- 4-30-2016) 14

Current M emberships: Adult 71, Family 73, Student 3, Life 59, Comp limentary 31
Sadly 7 members died during the year.

Office Report, Eileen Herring: Margaret Garneau retired in December, 2015. Eileen Herring took over as Administrative
Assistant. We are fortunate that M argaret continues as a volunteer with the society. We are fortunate to have M argaret
Garneau, Jean Wells, Judy Hemenway and M ary Dulski to assist with maililngs.

research is complete. Committee members included Roland Fisher, Dan Ledoux, John Markiewicz and Dave Pinet. Joe
Comer volunteered to make the mobile stands for the tree slices.

Technology Committee, Barbara Bankeroff: The computer network at the Society has been running very well. Two
scanners have been added to our computers; one was purchased and another donated by Bob Sampson. The Past Perfect
database, residing on the Server, continues to be backed up several ways which ensures that in case of a catastrophic issue
with the Server, our database will not be lost.

continuedon next page
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Tree Slice Committee, Ken Mayo: A few good men worked sandingthe tree slices several Saturdays last fall. A urethane
varnish was applied to protect and seal them as well as to create a shiny surface to accept markers and labels when the
research is complete. Committee members included Roland Fisher, Dan Ledoux, John Markiewicz and Dave Pinet. Joe
Comer volunteered to make the mobile stands for the tree slices.

Grounds Committee Report, Dennis Parker: planted Hawthorne tree and new plaque; bark mulched flower beds, trees
and perimeter of house (2015 & 2016)

Full reports are on file.
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